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The Promise is an urban fairy tale of a young thief who tries to snatch 
an old woman’s bag. She finds she can’t have it without giving a promise 
in return…

When she opens the bag, the thief is surprised to find only acorns. She begins an odyssey to keep her 
promise to “plant them”, wherever she can.

Slowly, her city is revitalised.

Nature returns. People are enchanted. Communities are renewed as nature is renewed, and people 
share in the restoration. Nature spreads through the city 'like a song’.    
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Bringing The Promise to life in your school or community

This toolkit will provide you with a framework for bringing The Promise into your 
school / home learning environment - beginning with preparing for the day, then watching 
the film and then activities and materials to explore The Promise and its messages for 30min-
utes and up to a whole day! All the materials can be adjusted to be age appropriate, and 
choice is given so you can adjust for your own learning environment. 

ScreeningScreening The Promise film is a great way to prompt conversations around many important 
topics in the classroom: Nature connection, Climate Change, Biodiverstiy, Climater injustice 
& actions we can take as indiviudals and communities. 

We believe in the power of storytelling to open up our hearts and lead us to deeper con-
nection with the natural world; This can then lead us to taking action, and within the com-
munities that need it the most. 

This screening kit includes:

 -  A link to the 20+ minute exclusive screening film which will be available on the day, 8am!

 -  Resources to imagine, connect and start to take action on the issues in the film.  

 -  Further lesson plans and workbooks to deepend the understanding. 

 -  And finally ways in which you can continue after the day, into planting season in March!
 

‘I held a forest in my arms and my heart was changed’

Lorem IpsumLorem Ipsum
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Screening The Promise 

The Promise film is a beautiful 5 minute animation that has been commissioned by the BBC. 
Alongside of the film, we have curated a longer montage film of approximately 20 minutes 
which will set the scence for the rest of the learning. 

The film itself will be ready for October 16th, and we will continue to add more films to sup-
port the learning  and greater campaign of The Promise.

FILM LINK:  thepromise.earth/screening

Exclusive screening film (~20 mins)
Includes: 

-  Introduction to The Promise by author    
    Nicola Davies.
 
-  Reading of the book by a special guest from your  
  region or community.

-  The Promise animation from the BBC.

-  Acorn growing inspiration video.-  Acorn growing inspiration video.

Tips on preparing for the screening:

-  Prepare the other teachers and parents for a    
  morning of nature connection and climate     
  awareness and understanding.
-  Encourage students to come dressed in
    something green. 
-  Every student could bring in an acorn or a leaf   
  that they find on a local tree. 
-  Connect with a local garden centre for planting -  Connect with a local garden centre for planting   
  pots and soil or local tree planting organiations.

‘Green spread through the city like a song’ 
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The Promise learning journey

The Promise is a wonderful way to ignite conversation about how we might create better 
nature connection in our day to day lives. 

These next three pages are designed together, activities that start with imagination, leading 
to understanding and then to action. They are suited for working within a classroom or in 
smaller groups, and will aid in deepening the understanding of some of the messages in The 
Promise. The work is always designed to increase in complexity, and you are always given 
lots of choice in each activity to suit your learning environment. 

Objective: Use your imagination to envision a positive futureObjective: Use your imagination to envision a positive future

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION (30 mins)

- Write down the words that the film made you feel 

- What did you enjoy about the story the most?

- Why do you think the trees growing made people happier?

- Get into small groups and each talk about your favourite time outside in nature 

- If you had a bag of acorns - where would you plant them?

- Where are the trees and green spaces near your home or school?- Where are the trees and green spaces near your home or school?

- How could you connect more with nature in your daily life?

‘They touched the leaves in wonder and they smiled’
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Exploring The Promise

Now that you’ve discussed the film and explored your own connection with nature in 
groups, it’s time to explore these themes and the beautiful visuals of the The Promise 
through colour and creativity.  Don’t be afraid to let your imagination run wild and set your 
inner artist free!

These activities are suitable for groups and individuals.

Objective: Using The Promise visuals as your inspiration, choose a couple of these nature 
connected creative briefs. Earlier activities are more suited to younger ages.

‘my head full of leafy visions’
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CREATIVE EXPLORATIONS (40-60 mins)

- Make a leaf rubbing

- Finger paint a forest 

- Learn the names of and draw 5 different types of tree

- Cut out colourful paper shapes to create plants in the style of The Promise  

- Write a poem about how you feel when you’re outside in nature

- Visualise what it feels like to be immersed in nature- Visualise what it feels like to be immersed in nature

- Paint a birds eye view of where you live 

- Draw your favourite scene from the film

- Write a short story about your favourite time in nature.



Actioning The Promise 

'THcY TAlKcD AND lAUGHcD ... AND r�cTTY )00N THcY We�[ rlANTING TOO' 

Now you've watched the film, discussed the importance of staying nature connected and 

channeled the beauty of nature into some creative acts - it's time for action! 

Just like the young girl in The Promise makes a pledge to bring back nature to all the 

neighborhoods she visits - the power is in your hands to make that same promise in your 

community. Here are some ideas for sewing seeds for the future ... 

ACORN PLANTING 

A fun and easy way to activate the beginnings of a Promise in your school is to get planting! But first you'll 

need to understand how it works ... an adventure awaits! 

Autumn is the perfect time for collecting seeds, acorns & conkers to plant. Set your students the challenge of 

bringing in acorns/conkers/seeds to school - then follow this step by step guide from The Woodland Trust 

on how to grow trees in your classroom! 

CONNECTING WITH LOCAL PLANTING PROJECTS 

Once the curiosity for planting trees has been sparked - why not try and extend the positive actions. Find out 

who the local tree planting / food growing organisations are near your school and get in touch. 

Maybe one Friday a month a different class goes to help plant trees? Maybe the local planting organisation 

would come into your school to deliver an assembly? 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/advice/grow-from-seed/


Take your learning further 

We have created an additional set of learning resources and worksheets for you to use at 

school or at home to further the understanding of some of the key issues raised in the film. 

In the first section is 5 presentations with worksheets to use with the students, and then 7 

individual worksheets that explore literacy, creative exercises and making promises. 

PRESENTATIONS TO DOWNLOAD 

An Introduction to the Film 

Learning about Climate Change 

Learning about Biodiversity 

Why Do Trees Matter? 

What We Can Do To Help 
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WORKSHEETS TO DOWNLOAD 

Reading comprehension Star 1 & Star 2 

Cycle of an Acorn KS1 & KS2 

Introduction to Comic Book Strip 

Introduction to Story Planning 

What can we Promise sheet 

https://www.thepromise.earth/SCREENING_TOOLKIT/Introduction.pptx
https://www.thepromise.earth/SCREENING_TOOLKIT/Climate_Change.pptx
https://www.thepromise.earth/SCREENING_TOOLKIT/Biodiversity.pptx
https://www.thepromise.earth/SCREENING_TOOLKIT/why_do_trees_matter.pptx
https://www.thepromise.earth/SCREENING_TOOLKIT/what_can_we_do_to_help.pptx
https://www.thepromise.earth/SCREENING_TOOLKIT/Reading_Comprehensioon_1_star.pdf
https://www.thepromise.earth/SCREENING_TOOLKIT/Reading_Comprehensioon_2_star.pdf
https://www.thepromise.earth/SCREENING_TOOLKIT/The_Cycle_of_an_Acorn_KS1.pdf
https://www.thepromise.earth/SCREENING_TOOLKIT/The_Cycle_of_an_Acorn_KS2.pdf
https://www.thepromise.earth/SCREENING_TOOLKIT/Introduction_Comic_Book_Strip.pdf
https://www.thepromise.earth/SCREENING_TOOLKIT/Introduction_Story_Planning_Sheet.pdf
https://www.thepromise.earth/SCREENING_TOOLKIT/What_We_Can_Do_Promise_Sheet.pdf
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